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I grew up in a small suburban town south of Kansas City, Kansas. 
I'm the second generation in my family not to farm or live in a rural 
environment. Some of my great aunts and uncles were still living 
and working their family farms though. Summer days on the farm 
were some of the best. It didn’t matter that it was 90% humidity 
and 104 degrees in the shade. Sitting on the back of a cultivator 
behind the tractor, knocking dirt clods off the leaves of struggling 
plants, was the only thing I wanted to do. Even though I grew up in 
suburbia, where the expectations were often to go to college and 
build a professional career, part of me always hoped I’d be able to 
find that sense of place again. And life happened. 
 
About twenty years after those summers, I was working for a 
software company installing software on computers in the Public 
Trustees offices of most of the counties in Colorado. I drove from 
Denver to the farthest corners of the state, and in the process was 
reminded how much I love the land and landscape. When you live 
near a city, it’s easy to forget that much of Colorado is beautifully 
rural. That job came and went, and I found myself back in a more 
urban routine. I still got the occasional motorcycle run through the 
country or a road trip to Kansas City or South Dakota, but not 
much more than that. 
 
When I was asked if I would be interested in serving as a Grand Lodge Officer, I was warned that 
there was a lot of travel. The joke I had heard was that serving in the Grand Line would personally 
cost you $100,000.00, two cars, and your wife… That had better be a joke, right? The travel 
expectation is not a joke—but what a blessing it has turned out to be. Heidi and I are reminded on 
every drive what a beautiful state we live in, how diverse the landscape is, and how that same 
diversity is reflected in the people and our brothers across Colorado. 
 
One of the amazing things about smaller or more close-knit communities is that everything feels 
amplified—the good and the bad. When someone ends up in the paper for breaking the law, it’s not 
just some anonymous story; it’s often someone who’s part of the community, someone who may 
have hit hard times and didn’t know where to turn. And when a local volunteer firefighter rescues 
someone’s animals or stops a brush fire, that’s the same person you’ll see that weekend at the café 

Right Worshipful L. Bryant Harris  

Junior Grand Warden 
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having pie and coffee before heading to the auction. This really hit home while I was sitting in 
the county offices in Yuma twenty years ago, seeing that the front-page story was about the 
local football team’s big win that Friday. How great is that—the headline news was 
celebrating local students. 
 
On March 27th, Mount Moriah Lodge No. 15 sponsored not one, but two cornerstone 
ceremonies at their elementary schools. When I looked up the event in Canon City, Colorado, 
the local newspaper had an article highlighting the ceremony. The local ROTC color guard 
presented the flags of our country and state. Several students attended and represented their 
classmates who couldn’t make it, while the superintendent championed the event. The 
brothers of Mount Moriah Lodge have a wonderful opportunity to strengthen their 
community—and they’ve embraced it. 
 
I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about how all our lodges might create that kind of impact. If 
we consider that lodges operate within fairly small geographic areas—even in cities—there’s 
great potential to look closer to home. If the average population of a rural town is about 2,500 
people, in a city like Denver, that might translate to roughly half a square mile. If lodges 
focused not on the whole city but on their surrounding neighborhoods, could they make just 
as meaningful an impact as Mount Moriah No. 15, Ramah Lodge No. 165, Fruita Masonic 
Lodge No. 120, Pagosa Lodge No. 114, or Douglas Lodge No. 153? 
 
Our forefathers established lodges close to where they lived and worked. They didn’t travel 
30 miles to attend meetings; they served right where they were, knowing who needed help 
and how they could lend a hand. We don’t need to limit ourselves to such a narrow radius, but 
maybe we can benefit from the same idea—focusing our energy where it can do the most 
good. Remember using a lens to focus sunlight and burn a leaf as a kid? If you held the lens 
too far away, the energy was warm but diffuse. When you brought it close and focused the 
light into one small spot, incredible things happened. 
 
I see that same kind of magic in small towns and in every community that knows how to 
focus on what truly matters. There are amazing opportunities all around us if we stay 
connected to our roots—both as a society and as Masons—and put our focus on the people 
and places right in front of us. 
 

Strengthening Our Communities (cont.) 
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Thursday April 2, 2026 

 Official Visit– Douglas Lodge No. 153 

  Description: Dinner at 6:30pm. Lodge and reception of Grand Lodge  

  Officers at 7:30pm. 300 Wilcox Street, Castle Rock, CO 80104. Parking on  

  street or parking garage one block west of lodge on Third Street.  

 

Sunday April 5, 2026 

 101st Annual Easter Sunrise Service - Knights Templar Association 

  Description: Start time is 6:30am. Denver Scottish Rite Consistory. 1370  

  Grant Street., Denver CO. Optional breakfast to follow. Tickets can be  

  purchased at  www.coloradokta.org. See flyer in proceeding pages for  

  additional details on event and parking. 

 

Monday April 13, 2026 

 El Jebel Shrine Masonic Evening 

  Description:  3443 S. Gatena St. Suite 250, Denver, CO 80231. Additional  

  details available  by contacting Kendy Cisick-Rindone at    

  director@eljebel.org or 303-947-5123. 

 

Tuesday April 14, 2026 

 Grand Lodge Official Visit and Awards-Lakewood Lodge No. 170 

  Description: Location; 2460 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, CO 80215.  

  Dinner at 6:30pm with awards and reception of Grand Lodge officers to  

  follow. Contact WB James Willey 720-921-5214 or     

  jimger89@protonmail.com for additional information. 

 

 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Friday April 17, 2026 

 Grand Lodge Official Visit and Awards—Highlands Lodge No. 86 

  Description: Highlands Masonic Center 3550 Federal Blvd., Denver, CO  

  80211. Dinner at 6pm with reception of Grand Lodge officers and awards  

  to follow. Contact WB Pete  Finne 720-635-3955 or     

  pete.finnie@highlandslodge86.org for additional details.  

 

Saturday April 18, 2026 

 4th Annual Crawfish Boil 

  Description: Highlands Masonic Center 3550 Federal Blvd., Denver, CO  

  80211. 11am to  3pm. See flyer in proceeding pages for more information.  

 

Saturday April 25, 2026 

 150th Anniversary of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Colorado 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm at 3202 Quebec Street, Denver, CO 80207.  All  

  Masons and appended bodies invited to celebrate this historic   

  anniversary with our Prince Hall brethren.  

 

Thursday April 30, 2026 

 Official Visit and Awards Mesa Lodge No. 55 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm at 2400 Consistory Ct. Grand Junction, CO  

  81501. Contact WB Tom Verdeick 970-270-8504 for more details. 

 

Friday May 8, 2026 

 Official Visit to Jacques DeMolay Lodge No. 171 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm Dinner and pin presentation. 1370 Grant  

  Street, Denver, CO 80203. Contact WB Scott Anderson 303-241-3269 for  

  details. 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Getting Your Rainbow Girls Tax Refund? 
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As a Master Mason, have you ever wondered what opportunities are out there for your daugh-
ters? An organization where they can gain some of the same friendship, leadership and person-
al development that you get from your membership in your lodge, but for girls? Some place 
where the adults share similar values and look out for your kids as if they were your own? 
 
Have you heard of Job’s Daughters International? We are an International Organization for girls 
from 10-20 and in 5 countries around the world. Originally founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 
1920, we were the outcome of a progressive idea that young ladies needed a place to learn 
leadership, public speaking, communication skills, respect for elders and most importantly, 
teamwork.  
 
Much like the Masons, we require a belief in higher power and welcome members of all faiths. 
While Job’s is religious in nature, we are not a religion and not a substitute for one. All members 
are encouraged to practice their own faith, in their own way. Our members are of many differ-
ent faiths and religions and are brought together to improve themselves and do good for their 
community.  
 
Job’s Daughters will be hosting an information booth at Grand Lodge in Grand Junction this year 
and we would love to talk to you and your families! We would love to get a bethel started on 
the Western Slope again. We will have some candy and information packets and some past 
members who have lots to say about the benefits of JDI so come by and see us! Or reach out to 
us at cojdigs@gmail.com and we will send you information. 

Who is Job’s Daughters International? 
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Weston Lodge #22, 5718 S Rapp St, Littleton, CO. will be having a charity breakfast on         
Saturday, May 2nd from 8:00-11:00 All proceeds will benefit the Scottish Rite Foundation of 
Colorado.  

On-street or paid parking only! Please don't park behind the shops behind us. 

Please RSVP by April 16th at https://www.punchbowl.com/parties/470dfaf328aafe143008 or 
master@westonlodge.org. 

We hope to raise a few $ for a great cause. 

Fraternally, Randy Lutton;  

Worshipful Master 



April 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 3 

Page 10 

Flags for fallen vets 

Sunday – 24May2026 – 0900 Hours (9am) 

Volunteers are needed! 

 
Flags for Fallen Vets is a national program that annually takes place at a number of national, or military cemeteries 
across the country.  The Rocky Mountain Chapter of Rose Croix of the Scottish Rite and Masons throughout Colora-
do have proudly supported and participated in the event for the past several years.  The mission is to ensure that an 

American flag is placed at the grave of every veteran resting in these cemeteries. 

This year’s family-oriented event will take place on Sunday, May 24 at 9am at Fort Logan National Cemetery in 
Denver.  We need volunteers to assist with placing the flags on May 24 and then with the retrieval of the 
flags on Saturday, May 30.  Volunteering is very easy - just follow these steps: 

Go to https://flagsforfallenvets.com/ and click on 2026 Volunteer Form 

• Select Fort Logan National Cemetery - Denver in the drop-down menu and then enter your email address 

• In the “Group” menu, select “Mason” or “Masonic” and Section “S” 

• Add the number of volunteers you will be bringing with you that day 

• Plan to arrive by 8 am on Sunday, May 24, 2026 

• We (the Masonic family) will be focused on Section S of the cemetery, just a couple of blocks from the main 
entrance on Sheridan Boulevard.  See the map below.  We will be responsible for the entire section and all graves in 
the section.  Please plan to arrive by 8:00 am. 

Contacts: 

Danny Tomlinson – Section Leader – dtomlinson@msn.com  

(303) 638-6509 

 Tom Adair – Wise Master of Rocky Mountain Chapter of Rose Croix – 

bromagic153@outlook.com 

(303) 842-5360 
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PURCHASE TICKETS 
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Within the Vault 

This ongoing series of articles highlights the fascinating artifacts contained within the 

Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is not support-

ed by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect our treas-

ured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“New Acquisitions” 

The Grand Lodge Museum and Library is fortunate to have Julie Doellinger  as Curator and  

overall miracle worker. She is driven to rescue from forgetfulness our Masonic History which 

erodes from this world with each passing  Brother. Below are some new acquisitions, two of 

the items she tracked down feature the Mount of the Holy Cross. Next time you see Julie man-

ning the store please pass along your gratitude for her tireless efforts on our behalf.  
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Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Nevada Lodge No. 4 

1043 Nevadaville Road, Nevadaville,  CO 80427  

Meeting Dates:  2nd Saturday; 6:30 p.m. 

Master: Loren Kohler 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Montrose Lodge No. 63  

187 Rose Lane, Montrose, CO 81401 

Meeting Dates:  1st & 3rd  Tues. ;7:00 p.m. 

Master: John Thomason 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Dean A. McConnell, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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