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 First, I would like to take a moment to recognize and 
celebrate MWB Jerry Fenimore’s dedication to the Grand Lodge 
through his remarkable service as Grand Treasurer for 30 years.  
That is an extraordinary accomplishment and one that will likely 
remain unmatched for many years to come. 
 
 It is also my duty to remind the lodges of an important 
requirement contained in Paragraph 68.E. of the Book of 
Constitutions, which states: 
 
 “Each Lodge shall forward to the Grand Secretary, by June 
15th of each year, a copy of any required tax return that has been 

filed with the Internal Revenue Service, during the present or 
previous calendar year for any and all entities in which the Lodge 

has a financial interest or responsibility.” 
 
 This requirement is not intended to be overbearing or 
punitive, but rather to reinforce the importance of maintaining 
proper financial records and complying with all applicable 
reporting obligations.  Strong financial practices are essential to 
preserving our lodges for both our current members and future 
generations of Masons. 
 
 The annual filing of IRS Form 990 is far more than a routine administrative task.  It 
demonstrates transparency, confirms compliance with federal regulations, and helps protect an 
organization’s tax-exempt status.  Failure to file for three consecutive years results in the automatic 
revocation of nonprofit status by the Internal Revenue Service, creating significant challenges for 
lodges and affiliated bodies. 
  
 For smaller nonprofit organizations such as our lodges, filing the Form 990 is often a 
relatively simple process.  However, once nonprofit status has been revoked, reinstatement becomes 
far more complex, time-consuming, and costly.  Unfortunately, several lodges across the jurisdiction 
have experienced issues related to lapses in filing requirements. 
 

Right Worshipful Scott A. Bates  

Grand Treasurer 
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 In response, a committee has been actively working with affected lodges to assist in 
reinstating their nonprofit status and guiding them back into compliance. Their efforts have 
been instrumental in helping lodges recover and move forward successfully, and they deserve 
recognition for their dedication to the Craft. 
 
 Beyond compliance, proper recordkeeping provides lodges with an opportunity to 
review financial operations, strengthen internal controls, and ensure lodge resources are being 
used wisely and effectively. 
 
 I encourage lodge officers, trustees, and finance committees to work closely together 
throughout the year—not just at reporting time—to maintain organized records and ensure all 
obligations are met in a timely manner.  Preventive diligence is always far easier than 
corrective action. 
 
 Freemasonry has always taught us to leave things better than we found them. Financial 
responsibility is one more way we fulfill that obligation to the Craft and to each other. 
 

Financial Responsibilities of Lodges (cont.) 
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Friday May 22, 2026 

 Board Game Night and Pot Luck Dinner 

  Description: Bring your favorite dish and board game for this fun filled  

  family night. All Masons, families and friends welcome. Event starts at  

  6pm. Location: 312 Main Street, Longmont, CO 80501 

 

Sunday May 24, 2026 

 Flags for Fallen Vets 

  Description: We (the Masonic family) will be focused on Section S of the Fort 
  Logan National Cemetery in Denver, Colorado, just a couple of blocks from 
  the main entrance on Sheridan Boulevard.  See the map below.  We will be 
  responsible for the entire section and all graves in the section.  Please plan to 
  arrive by 8:00 am. Go to https://flagsforfallenvets.com/ and click on 2026 
  Volunteer Form. 

 

Thursday May 26, 2026 

 Official Visit to Centurion Lodge No. 195 

  Description:  Dinner and reception to begin at 7pm. Location is 18275 Furrow 
  Road, Monument, CO 80132. RSVP with WB Jim Lamberson   
  jimlitt95@hotmail.com or (719) 323-5771.  

 

Saturday June 13, 2026 

 Official Visit and Awards Night—Telluride Lodge No. 56 

  Description: 10am to 1pm. Located at 200 E. Colorado Ave, Telluride, CO  
  81320. Contact WB John A. Thomason (719) 339-3013. 

 

 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 



May 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 4 

Page 4 



May 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 4 

 

Page 5 

 Colorado Masons and their lodges have enjoyed great success with the 

Matching Grant program for many years.  Students from all over Colorado have 

had financial assistance from their local lodges participating in Matching Grants.  

The Board of the Benevolent Fund sincerely appreciates the support shown by the 

lodges and is most pleased to continue the Matching Grant program. 

 The Matching Grants for 2026 will be up to $500.00.  To qualify for the full 

$500 match, the Lodge would need to award an educational grant to a 2026 public 

high school graduating senior who will attend a Colorado institution of higher edu-

cation.  If the Lodge gives a total of $1,000.00 or more to their chosen student, the 

match would be for half that amount, or $500.  If a lodge gives less than $1,000, 

the match would be for half of the amount of the lodge grant.  It is highly recom-

mended that the Lodge checks be made out to the school or to the student AND the 

school. 

One change in the Matching Grant program retained from last year is that a lodge 

can give a scholarship to more than one student in their area and apply for a match 

for each scholarship granted. 

 The deadline for requesting the matching grant is June 30, 2025.  The form 

should be returned by email to: education@cmbfa.org , or by snail mail to Scholar-

ship Administrator, PO Box 703, Westminster, CO.  If using regular mail, it must 

be postmarked by June 30, 2025 and received by July 8th.  Checks will be distrib-

uted to Lodges the end of June or end of July depending on when the request forms 

are received and logged in. 

 If you have any questions about the Matching Grant program, contact Grover 

Sardeson, the Scholarship Administrator.  He can be reached by email at educa-

tion@cmbfa.org or by phone at 719-623-5349.   

  

2026 Matching Grants for Lodge Scholarships  
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Getting Your Rainbow Girls Tax Refund? 
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As a Master Mason, have you ever wondered what opportunities are out there for your daugh-
ters? An organization where they can gain some of the same friendship, leadership and person-
al development that you get from your membership in your lodge, but for girls? Some place 
where the adults share similar values and look out for your kids as if they were your own? 
 
Have you heard of Job’s Daughters International? We are an International Organization for girls 
from 10-20 and in 5 countries around the world. Originally founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 
1920, we were the outcome of a progressive idea that young ladies needed a place to learn 
leadership, public speaking, communication skills, respect for elders and most importantly, 
teamwork.  
 
Much like the Masons, we require a belief in higher power and welcome members of all faiths. 
While Job’s is religious in nature, we are not a religion and not a substitute for one. All members 
are encouraged to practice their own faith, in their own way. Our members are of many differ-
ent faiths and religions and are brought together to improve themselves and do good for their 
community.  
 
Job’s Daughters will be hosting an information booth at Grand Lodge in Grand Junction this year 
and we would love to talk to you and your families! We would love to get a bethel started on 
the Western Slope again. We will have some candy and information packets and some past 
members who have lots to say about the benefits of JDI so come by and see us! Or reach out to 
us at cojdigs@gmail.com and we will send you information. 

Who is Job’s Daughters International? 
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Saturday May 30th; 1pm 

Location: 300 Wilcox 

Street, Castle Rock, CO 

You are invited to come in 

period costume! (Masons 

only) 

America 250 Table Lodge! 
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Flags for fallen vets 

Sunday – 24May2026 – 0900 Hours (9am) 

Volunteers are needed! 

 
Flags for Fallen Vets is a national program that annually takes place at a number of national, or military cemeteries 
across the country.  The Rocky Mountain Chapter of Rose Croix of the Scottish Rite and Masons throughout Colora-
do have proudly supported and participated in the event for the past several years.  The mission is to ensure that an 

American flag is placed at the grave of every veteran resting in these cemeteries. 

This year’s family-oriented event will take place on Sunday, May 24 at 9am at Fort Logan National Cemetery in 
Denver.  We need volunteers to assist with placing the flags on May 24 and then with the retrieval of the 
flags on Saturday, May 30.  Volunteering is very easy - just follow these steps: 

Go to https://flagsforfallenvets.com/ and click on 2026 Volunteer Form 

• Select Fort Logan National Cemetery - Denver in the drop-down menu and then enter your email address 

• In the “Group” menu, select “Mason” or “Masonic” and Section “S” 

• Add the number of volunteers you will be bringing with you that day 

• Plan to arrive by 8 am on Sunday, May 24, 2026 

• We (the Masonic family) will be focused on Section S of the cemetery, just a couple of blocks from the main 
entrance on Sheridan Boulevard.  See the map below.  We will be responsible for the entire section and all graves in 
the section.  Please plan to arrive by 8:00 am. 

Contacts: 

Danny Tomlinson – Section Leader – dtomlinson@msn.com  

(303) 638-6509 

 Tom Adair – Wise Master of Rocky Mountain Chapter of Rose Croix – 

bromagic153@outlook.com 

(303) 842-5360 
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Grand Master William Marshal and four of his Grand Officers were guests of Corinthian Lodge 

#35 in Leadville on June 19th to celebrate Kokomo Night.   This annual celebration fulfills our 

bylaws, which state, “Kokomo Night shall be the 3rd Thursday in June.”  It is held in the histor-

ic Kokomo room in the Corinthian #35 Lodge building in Leadville.  

Corinthian 42 was chartered in September 1881 at Kokomo, Colorado, and affiliated with 

Leadville #35 in 1966, becoming Corinthian Lodge #35.  Kokomo was a mining town located on 

Fremont Pass. Currently, a stone monument along Highway 91 marks the town’s location.   

Most notable are the artifacts and furniture of the Kokomo room, which is a replica of the 

original Kokomo Lodge. And it is the same today as it was in the Kokomo Lodge in 1882. 

The Kokomo brethren wanted (and could afford) the best quality in everything about their 

lodge. The Wardens' chairs are ornate American Elm, with leather seats. The lights are Tiffany-

style lamps that were originally kerosene and have been converted to electricity.  The officer's 

jewels are sterling silver and are engraved on both sides. A faithful brother, Charles Rich, 

served as Worshipful Master for 23 years during a “bust” period in the mining industry. He is 

buried in the Leadville Masonic Cemetery. 

The Kokomo brethren loved music. The lodge had a pump organ for its ceremonies, and later 

a Victrola with 78-rpm records was used. A story that always shows the strength and ingenui-

ty of Masons is the charter story. It was no secret that Kokomo (Corinthian #42) had not met 

for several years. Consequently, the Grand Master planned to travel to Kokomo on the train 

and arrest the charter. 

The railroad agent where he bought his ticket was a Mason and learned of the purpose of the 

visit. He telegraphed ahead, and surrounding lodges were notified. 

When the Grand Master left the train in Kokomo, he was greeted by a lodge full of brethren 

and a banquet in progress. The Master did not arrest the charter that hangs on the wall by the 

secretary’s desk. A picture of Kokomo and Corinthian Lodge #42 hangs in the Lodge, but most 

importantly, the matched nickel cuspidors are still fully functional. 

So, mark your calendars for the 3rd Thursday in June 2026, and join Corinthian #35 and the 

Grand Officers for oyster stew on Kokomo night!!! 

Celebrating Kokomo Night 
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Volunteer Nurse Needed! 

The International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Colorado and Colorado DeMolay is looking 
for a nurse (working or retired) to attend our Grand Assembly/DeMolay Convention June 11-
14, 2026.  A room and meals are included.  Will need to be on call from 8 am June 11 through 
noon, June 14. Will need to attend off site events also. 

 

Deb Deselms 

Chair, Grand Planning 

Colorado Rainbow 
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Al Kaly Shriners Golf Tournament 
Monday, August 24, 2026 

Air Force Academy Eisenhower Golf Course, Silver Course 
4 Person Scramble - $185 per person – tee off at 8:00 am 

Includes: cart, green fees, coffee and pastries, range balls, lunch, goodie bag, and 5 tickets 

towards door prizes – plus on course contests and opportunities to earn more tickets 

towards door prizes and gift cards to the pro shop 

 Individual sign-ups welcome – will be paired up un foursomes 

Register no later than August 16, 2026 
Register on or before August 1st to receive and additional 5 tickets towards door prizes 

All registered golfers will be contacted via email regarding the procedures necessary to 

gain access to the Air Force Academy for the golf tournament.  Important to include 

your email and phone number with your registration 

Register online at:  alkalyshrinersgolf.com 

       Or scan this QR code: 

 

If you do not golf, please pass this information to your 

friends and family who do golf and encourage them to sup-

port our great cause for raising money. 
Contact Jim Barager to register the old fashion way (paper copy)  

Or with any questions:    phone or text 719-460-5323 or teenajim1@aol.com 

Proceeds are for the benefit of the Al Kaly Shrine General Fund and are not tax deductible as a 
charitable contribution 
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Within the Vault 

This ongoing series of articles highlights the fascinating artifacts contained within the 

Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is not support-

ed by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect our treas-

ured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“New Acquisitions” 

The Grand Lodge Museum and Library is fortunate to have Julie Doellingen  as Curator and  

overall miracle worker. She is driven to rescue from forgetfulness our Masonic History which 

erodes from this world with each passing  Brother. Below is a World War I masonic “dog tag” 

worn by a Brother from Collins Lodge No. 19 in Fort Collins. This item is a beautiful example of 

the brotherly love we hope to find in this world, even on a battlefield. 
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Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Nevada Lodge No. 4 

1043 Nevadaville Road, Nevadaville,  CO 80427  

Meeting Dates:  2nd Saturday; 6:30 p.m. 

Master: Loren Kohler 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Montrose Lodge No. 63  

187 Rose Lane, Montrose, CO 81401 

Meeting Dates:  1st & 3rd  Tues. ;7:00 p.m. 

Master: John Thomason 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Dean A. McConnell, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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