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Greetings my Brothers, I’d like to present some history on the 

Grand Lodge Library, Museum, and Offices.  

 

You may wonder why this building is referred to as the Library, 

Museum, and Offices rather than simply the Grand Lodge Building. 

The reason is that the Grand Lodge of Colorado A.F. & A.M., as a 

501(c)(8) fraternal organization, cannot receive the same tax 

benefits on a building that are available to other types of 

nonprofit organizations.  

 

Over the past year and a half, the Grand Lodge Office has 

reviewed proceedings, paper files, historical records, and financial 

documents to gather as much information as possible regarding 

the history of this building. While additional information may still 

exist, the research had to be concluded so that we could continue 

our primary mission of serving the Masons of Colorado.  

 

The complete research document is available on the Grand Lodge Google Drive: https://

drive.google.com/file/d/1Wq19SZm00HjSAzEr2FmmyN4t1KYi3Dyg/view?usp=sharing   

 

Early Grand Lodge Offices  
In 1889, the Grand Lodge Offices were located on the third floor of the building at 1614 Welton 

Street in Denver, occupying approximately 3,800 square feet.  

 

In 1954, Most Worshipful Brother Donald W. Shaw recommended in his Grand Master Address 

that the “Grand Lodge acquire its own building to prevent the sudden and unexpected necessity of 

Right Worshipful Scot M. Autry  

Grand Secretary 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wq19SZm00HjSAzEr2FmmyN4t1KYi3Dyg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wq19SZm00HjSAzEr2FmmyN4t1KYi3Dyg/view?usp=sharing


June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

  

Page 2 

finding new and adequate quarters.” Action began on this recommendation in 1961, when 

Most Worshipful Brother Leon H. Snyder appointed the Committee on a Proposed Grand 

Lodge Building and proposed a $1.00 per capita assessment to begin the financing of this 

project.  

 

The committee was tasked with studying the need for a Grand Lodge building and reported 

the following findings:  

 1. The Grand Lodge of Colorado did not own the building in which its offices were 

      housed.  

 2. The Grand Lodge did not own any other real estate suitable for housing its offices. 

 3. The Grand Lodge was a tenant at 1614 Welton Street in Denver and could be    

      required to relocate at any time.  

 4. The Grand Lodge should begin planning toward ownership of its own building.  

 

Committee Recommendations  

The committee recommended that the Grand Lodge:  

 1. Investigate the type of building needed.  

 2. Determine the cost of such a building.  

 3. Recommend a suitable location.  

 4. Propose a method of financing the project.  

 

Planning and Site Selection  

By 1962, the committee had developed preliminary plans for the building. From 1963 

through 1969, reports focused primarily on finances and the difficulty of locating a suitable 

site.  

 

By 1970, finding a location had become a high priority. In 1971, it was reported that the 

offices at 1614 Welton Street had become inadequate in space and functionality, yet no site 

had been selected.  

 

History of the Grand Lodge Building  (cont.) 
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In 1972, recognizing the urgency of the situation, the committee distributed a questionnaire 

to all Lodges in Colorado asking the following questions:  

 

Question 1 "Do you agree that the Grand Lodge should have a building of its own to 

adequately house its offices, library, and museum?"  

• Yes: 110 Lodges  

• No: 13 Lodges  

 

Question 2 "Do you agree that such a building could serve the Grand Lodge equally well if 

centrally located in the state, whether or not within the Denver metropolitan area?"  

• Yes: 88 Lodges  

• No: 35 Lodges  

 

Question 3 "Does your Lodge have an available site of approximately three acres to 

recommend?" Several sites were offered by Lodges throughout the state. The committee's 

1972 report concluded that the offer made by El Paso Lodge No. 13 and the Colorado Springs 

Masonic Building Society represented the most viable option.  

 

Move to Colorado Springs  

In 1976, the Grand Lodge moved to its present location at:  

 

 1130 Panorama Drive  

 Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904  

 

Additional details regarding the site selection process and construction of the building can 

be found in the Grand Lodge Building Research Document available on the Grand Lodge 

Google Drive.  

 

Addressing Common Rumors  

Over the years, several misconceptions have circulated regarding the Grand Lodge Building. 

The following information is provided to clarify some of those rumors.  

History of the Grand Lodge Building  (cont.) 
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Rumor: The Grand Lodge Building is the large two-story building at the southwest corner 

of Fontmore Road and Panorama Drive.  

This is not correct.  

The large two-story building is the Colorado Springs Masonic Center, located at 1150 

Panorama Drive and is owned by the El Paso Lodge No. 13 and the Colorado Springs Masonic 

Building Society. The Grand Lodge Building is actually the single-story building immediately 

south of the Masonic Center and is located at 1130 Panorama Drive.  

 

Rumor: The Grand Lodge Building's boiler is failing and will require replacement at a cost 

of thousands of dollars.  

This is not correct.  

The Grand Lodge Building does not have a boiler. It utilizes an electric hot water heater, 

which was replaced in 2011.  

 

Rumor: The Grand Lodge Building's roof is failing and requires replacement at a cost of 

thousands of dollars.  

This is not correct.  

Following a significant hailstorm the roof was replaced in 2015. The north HVAC system that 

is on the roof was also replaced because of the same storm.  

 

Rumor: The interior of the building is a mess and full of junk.  

This statement contains some truth.  

Over the past fifty years, the building has accumulated many items that were saved with the 

intention that they might someday be useful or historically significant. As a result, storage 

areas became overcrowded with materials of varying value.  

 

The Grand Lodge Office has been working under the supervision of our Curator, Julie 

Doellingen, to organize, catalog, preserve, and where appropriate, dispose of accumulated 

materials.  

 

History of the Grand Lodge Building  (cont.) 
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In the spring of 2024, with the assistance of volunteers, a 30-yard dumpster was filled with 

miscellaneous items that had accumulated in the basement from numerus donations and 

decades of paperwork.  

 

We have also identified several items that may be useful to constituent Lodges. These items 

are currently being cataloged, and a list will be distributed to the Lodges when the inventory 

is complete.  

 

Conclusion  

The history of the Grand Lodge Library, Museum, and Offices demonstrates that the decision 

to locate the facility in Colorado Springs was not made quickly or casually. It was the result of 

years of research, planning, studies, discussion, and input from the Lodges of Colorado.  

 

We hope this information provides a better understanding of our history of our Library, 

Museum, and Offices Building, commonly referred to as “the Grand Lodge Building”, and 

helps preserve the history of how it came to serve the Craft in its present location.  

 

We encourage all members, their families, friends, and interested visitors to tour our Grand 

Lodge Library, Museum, and Offices and experience the rich history preserved within its 

walls. Among the many artifacts on display are Abraham Lincoln’s walking cane, a stone from 

the White House, L. N. Greenleaf’s desk, and numerous other items that reflect the proud 

heritage of Freemasonry in Colorado and throughout the United States.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you and sharing the history of Colorado Masonry with future 

generations.  

History of the Grand Lodge Building  (cont.) 
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Saturday June 6, 2026 

 York Rite Pasture Degrees 

  Description: See flyers below in the newsletter. Activities begin at 6am at the 
  Anderson Ranch. Contact WB Dana Speaks 970-768-3517 or   
  dasinv@msn.com for additional details. 

 

Saturday June 13, 2026 

 Official Visit and Awards Night—Telluride Lodge No. 56 

  Description: 10am to 1pm. Located at 200 E. Colorado Ave, Telluride, CO  
  81320. Contact WB John A. Thomason (719) 339-3013. 

 

Tuesday June 16, 2026 

 Official Visit and Awards Night—Constitution Lodge No. 184 

  Description: 7pm to 9pm located at 2255 Lake Ave., Thornton, CO 80241.  
  Contact WB Michael Scheles 720-636-1216 

 

Friday June 19, 2026 

 Annual Kokomo Night—Corinthian Lodge No. 35 

  Description: Join the brethren of Corinthian Lodge for their annual Kokomo 
  night celebration starting at 7:30pm. Address is 619 Harrison Avenue in  
  Leadville, CO  80461. Contact WB George Benson 303-513-1344 for  
  additional information.   

 

  

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Saturday June 30 thru July 4, 2026 

 23rd Annual Colorado Masonic Band Camp 

  Description: This five-day band camp is held on the campus of the University 
  of Northern Colorado in Greeley.  This is an exciting opportunity for promising 
  band students to attend a first rate  marching band clinic and meet students 
  from around the state. The camp culminates with an evening concert on July 
  3rd and marching in the Rocky Mountain Stampede Parade July 4th, our  
  semiquincentennial! See flyers below in the newsletter for registration and 
  attendance details. 

 

Friday July 3, 2026 

 Colorado Masonic Band Evening Concert 

  Description: Please join us for a free concert performed at the campus of the 
  University of Northern Colorado Campus by students of the Colorado  
  Masonic Band Camp. Contact WB Bill Feldman at     
  bandcamp@coloradofreemasons.org or 303-910-9266 for concert times and 
  details.  

 

Saturday July 4, 2026 

 Greeley Rocky Mountain Stampede Parade 

  Description: Come out and support the students of the Colorado Masonic 
  Band Camp as they march in this historic semiquincentennial parade! Contact 
  WB Bill Feldman at bandcamp@coloradofreemasons.org or 303-910-9266 for 
  concert times and details.  

  

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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 Colorado Masons and their lodges have enjoyed great success with the 

Matching Grant program for many years.  Students from all over Colorado have 

had financial assistance from their local lodges participating in Matching Grants.  

The Board of the Benevolent Fund sincerely appreciates the support shown by the 

lodges and is most pleased to continue the Matching Grant program. 

 The Matching Grants for 2026 will be up to $500.00.  To qualify for the full 

$500 match, the Lodge would need to award an educational grant to a 2026 public 

high school graduating senior who will attend a Colorado institution of higher edu-

cation.  If the Lodge gives a total of $1,000.00 or more to their chosen student, the 

match would be for half that amount, or $500.  If a lodge gives less than $1,000, 

the match would be for half of the amount of the lodge grant.  It is highly recom-

mended that the Lodge checks be made out to the school or to the student AND the 

school. 

One change in the Matching Grant program retained from last year is that a lodge 

can give a scholarship to more than one student in their area and apply for a match 

for each scholarship granted. 

 The deadline for requesting the matching grant is June 30, 2025.  The form 

should be returned by email to: education@cmbfa.org , or by snail mail to Scholar-

ship Administrator, PO Box 703, Westminster, CO.  If using regular mail, it must 

be postmarked by June 30, 2025 and received by July 8th.  Checks will be distrib-

uted to Lodges the end of June or end of July depending on when the request forms 

are received and logged in. 

 If you have any questions about the Matching Grant program, contact Grover 

Sardeson, the Scholarship Administrator.  He can be reached by email at educa-

tion@cmbfa.org or by phone at 719-623-5349.   

  

2026 Matching Grants for Lodge Scholarships  
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Getting Your Rainbow Girls Tax Refund? 
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As a Master Mason, have you ever wondered what opportunities are out there for your daugh-
ters? An organization where they can gain some of the same friendship, leadership and person-
al development that you get from your membership in your lodge, but for girls? Some place 
where the adults share similar values and look out for your kids as if they were your own? 
 
Have you heard of Job’s Daughters International? We are an International Organization for girls 
from 10-20 and in 5 countries around the world. Originally founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 
1920, we were the outcome of a progressive idea that young ladies needed a place to learn 
leadership, public speaking, communication skills, respect for elders and most importantly, 
teamwork.  
 
Much like the Masons, we require a belief in higher power and welcome members of all faiths. 
While Job’s is religious in nature, we are not a religion and not a substitute for one. All members 
are encouraged to practice their own faith, in their own way. Our members are of many differ-
ent faiths and religions and are brought together to improve themselves and do good for their 
community.  
 
Job’s Daughters will be hosting an information booth at Grand Lodge in Grand Junction this year 
and we would love to talk to you and your families! We would love to get a bethel started on 
the Western Slope again. We will have some candy and information packets and some past 
members who have lots to say about the benefits of JDI so come by and see us! Or reach out to 
us at cojdigs@gmail.com and we will send you information. 

Who is Job’s Daughters International? 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 12 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 13 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 14 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 15 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 16 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 17 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 18 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 19 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

Page 20 



June 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 5 

  

Page 21 

Grand Master William Marshal and four of his Grand Officers were guests of Corinthian Lodge 

#35 in Leadville on June 19th to celebrate Kokomo Night.   This annual celebration fulfills our 

bylaws, which state, “Kokomo Night shall be the 3rd Thursday in June.”  It is held in the histor-

ic Kokomo room in the Corinthian #35 Lodge building in Leadville.  

Corinthian 42 was chartered in September 1881 at Kokomo, Colorado, and affiliated with 

Leadville #35 in 1966, becoming Corinthian Lodge #35.  Kokomo was a mining town located on 

Fremont Pass. Currently, a stone monument along Highway 91 marks the town’s location.   

Most notable are the artifacts and furniture of the Kokomo room, which is a replica of the 

original Kokomo Lodge. And it is the same today as it was in the Kokomo Lodge in 1882. 

The Kokomo brethren wanted (and could afford) the best quality in everything about their 

lodge. The Wardens' chairs are ornate American Elm, with leather seats. The lights are Tiffany-

style lamps that were originally kerosene and have been converted to electricity.  The officer's 

jewels are sterling silver and are engraved on both sides. A faithful brother, Charles Rich, 

served as Worshipful Master for 23 years during a “bust” period in the mining industry. He is 

buried in the Leadville Masonic Cemetery. 

The Kokomo brethren loved music. The lodge had a pump organ for its ceremonies, and later 

a Victrola with 78-rpm records was used. A story that always shows the strength and ingenui-

ty of Masons is the charter story. It was no secret that Kokomo (Corinthian #42) had not met 

for several years. Consequently, the Grand Master planned to travel to Kokomo on the train 

and arrest the charter. 

The railroad agent where he bought his ticket was a Mason and learned of the purpose of the 

visit. He telegraphed ahead, and surrounding lodges were notified. 

When the Grand Master left the train in Kokomo, he was greeted by a lodge full of brethren 

and a banquet in progress. The Master did not arrest the charter that hangs on the wall by the 

secretary’s desk. A picture of Kokomo and Corinthian Lodge #42 hangs in the Lodge, but most 

importantly, the matched nickel cuspidors are still fully functional. 

So, mark your calendars for the 3rd Thursday in June 2026, and join Corinthian #35 and the 

Grand Officers for oyster stew on Kokomo night!!! 

Celebrating Kokomo Night 
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Volunteer Nurse Needed! 

The International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Colorado and Colorado DeMolay is looking 
for a nurse (working or retired) to attend our Grand Assembly/DeMolay Convention June 11-
14, 2026.  A room and meals are included.  Will need to be on call from 8 am June 11 through 
noon, June 14. Will need to attend off site events also. 

 

Deb Deselms 

Chair, Grand Planning 

Colorado Rainbow 
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Al Kaly Shriners Golf Tournament 
Monday, August 24, 2026 

Air Force Academy Eisenhower Golf Course, Silver Course 
4 Person Scramble - $185 per person – tee off at 8:00 am 

Includes: cart, green fees, coffee and pastries, range balls, lunch, goodie bag, and 5 tickets 

towards door prizes – plus on course contests and opportunities to earn more tickets 

towards door prizes and gift cards to the pro shop 

 Individual sign-ups welcome – will be paired up un foursomes 

Register no later than August 16, 2026 
Register on or before August 1st to receive and additional 5 tickets towards door prizes 

All registered golfers will be contacted via email regarding the procedures necessary to 

gain access to the Air Force Academy for the golf tournament.  Important to include 

your email and phone number with your registration 

Register online at:  alkalyshrinersgolf.com 

       Or scan this QR code: 

 

If you do not golf, please pass this information to your 

friends and family who do golf and encourage them to sup-

port our great cause for raising money. 
Contact Jim Barager to register the old fashion way (paper copy)  

Or with any questions:    phone or text 719-460-5323 or teenajim1@aol.com 

Proceeds are for the benefit of the Al Kaly Shrine General Fund and are not tax deductible as a 
charitable contribution 

 

 

mailto:teenajim1@aol.com
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Within the Vault 

This ongoing series of articles highlights the fascinating artifacts contained within the 

Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is not support-

ed by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect our treas-

ured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“Historic Aprons” 

The Grand Lodge Museum and Library has a growing number of historic aprons, each display-

ing a fascinating array of symbols and arrangements. 
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Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 

mailto:johngroves@mac.com
mailto:sblaketerry@gmail.com
mailto:accounts@coloradofreemasons.org
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Nevada Lodge No. 4 

1043 Nevadaville Road, Nevadaville,  CO 80427  

Meeting Dates:  2nd Saturday; 6:30 p.m. 

Master: Loren Kohler 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Montrose Lodge No. 63  

187 Rose Lane, Montrose, CO 81401 

Meeting Dates:  1st & 3rd  Tues. ;7:00 p.m. 

Master: John Thomason 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Dean A. McConnell, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 

Page 38 

Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 

mailto:gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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https://beafreemason.org/

