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Well, it looks like it’s my turn for the monthly newsletter 
and let me tell you—it wasn’t easy choosing a topic. There are 
just too many things we could talk about. But after a bit of 
wrestling with the options, I realized it’s time we had a 
conversation about the system we use to manage our 
membership—Groupable Connect. 

A Quick History Lesson (for the young folks) 

Our very first “system” was a card file and paper copies of 
monthly reports. Then we got fancy with dot matrix printouts 
(ask one of us old-timers about those—we’ll be glad to bore you 
with tales of the good ol’ days and how we walked uphill both 
ways to school). 

Eventually, we moved to a full member management 
system called GLMMS. Fast forward to 2017: GLMMS was 
bought by Enable Labs, who transitioned us to MORI. In 2020, 
Enable Labs rebranded as Groupable, and MORI became M2. 
Around the same time, we got the native mobile app Our Lodge 
Page (OLP). 

So, Why the Switch? 

Many have asked why we moved from OLP to Groupable Connect. Great question! The short 
answer: integration and cost. 

OLP and M2 were on two separate servers. They had to be synced every night, which added 
complexity and potential issues. With Groupable Connect, everything is integrated—no nightly 
syncs needed. Plus, app stores have started charging up to 30% extra on payments made through 
their platforms. That means if you pay your dues via an app store, they could tack on an additional 
fee that doesn’t go to the Lodge at all. With Groupable Connect, that problem is eliminated. 

Right Worshipful Brother 
Scot M. Autry 

Grand Secretary 
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Let’s talk about our Member Management System (cont.) 

Getting Started with Groupable Connect 

If you haven’t already, here’s how to get connected: 

1. Make sure your Lodge Secretary has your email and/or cell number on file. 

2. Find your member number (starts with an “M” and is on your dues card), or ask your 
Secretary for it. 

Go to: co.moriapp.com 

1. On the login screen, click “Create your login account”. 

Follow the instructions on the screen. Once completed, you’ll receive an email verification. Click 
that, and you’re in! 

 

  Pro Tip: The big blue box on the login screen includes a YouTube video that gives you an 
introduction to Connect—worth a watch! 

Welcome to the Dashboard 

Once you're in, the navigation menu on the left will show: 
My Feed, My Calendar, My Profile, and My Groups. 

https://co.moriapp.com/
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Let’s talk about our Member Management System (cont.) 

  

On the main screen, you’ll see: 

• Recent News 

• Dues Owed 

• Upcoming Events 

• My Local Memberships 

My Groups 

Click on your Lodge Name and # under My Groups to go to your Lodge’s page. Here, you’ll find: 

• Upcoming Events 

• News 

• Your Membership Info 

• Preferences 

• Lodge Location 

• Lodge Officers and Past Officers 

Shared Files and Photos (if used by your Lodge) 

Don’t forget to click on “Colorado A.F. & A.M.” under My Groups to see the Grand Lodge’s 
Section of Connect. 
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Let’s talk about our Member Management System (cont.) 

Need More Help? 

There’s a lot more to explore, and we could fill a few newsletters just covering the 
features. But I’ll spare the Grand Master the editorial takeover—for now. 

If you’d like a walkthrough or training session, contact the Grand Lodge Office and we’ll 
be happy to coordinate with your Lodge. 

Or, if you’re the adventurous, DIY type—click the green Help button in the bottom-right 
corner of the screen. There’s a library of support articles and videos to guide you. 

 

By Scot M. Autry, Grand Secretary 
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Friday & Saturday July 11-12, 2025 
 Angel of the Forest Commandery Festival 
  Description: Located at Graham Masonic Park, 8725 County Road 165, Rye, 
  CO, 81069. Friday night OPEN dinner ($18) at 5pm. Council Degrees begin 
  at 6pm. $15 event registration fee. See flyer on following pages.  
 
Sunday July 13, 2025 
 Pancake breakfast fundraiser at Nevada Lodge No. 4 
  Description: A pancake breakfast fundraiser is being held at Nevada Lodge 
  No. 4 starting at 7am. Parking will be validated. $15 tickets.   
 
Saturday July 26, 2025 
 Masonic Parade: Douglas County Fair & Rodeo 

  Description: All Masons, their families, and appended bodies are invited to join 

  us and the MWGLCO and MWPHGL in this annual parade! Douglas Lodge will 

  have a gathering place with coffee and donuts in the Safeway Parking lot  

  (Southeast side) located at 880 South Perry Street, Castle Rock, 80104. Donuts 

  and coffee at 8am. We will be mustering at 9am to stage into the parade  

  line.  Parade will kick off promptly at 9:30am and we need to be ready to step 

  in line.  

Wednesday July 30, 2025 
 Cornerstone Century Lodge No. 190 
  Description: Ceremony begins at 11am. 2532 9th Ave., Greeley, CO 80631 
 
Saturday August 2, 2025 
 Annual Grand lodge Budget Session 
  Description: 7:30am to 1pm lodge officer budget session. 1150 Panorama 
  Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80904.  
 
 
 
 
 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  
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Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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2025 Matching Grants for Lodge Scholarships  

 Colorado Masons and their lodges have enjoyed great success with the Matching 

Grant program for many years. Students from all over Colorado have had financial assis-

tance from their local lodges participating in Matching Grants. The Board of the Benevo-

lent Fund sincerely appreciates the support shown by the lodges and is most pleased to con-

tinue the Matching Grant program.  

 

 The Matching Grants for 2025 will be up to $500.00. To qualify for the full $500 

match, the Lodge would need to award an educational grant to a 2025 public high school 

graduating senior who will attend a Colorado institution of higher education. If the Lodge 

gives a total of $1,000.00 or more to their chosen student, the match would be for half that 

amount, or $500. If a lodge gives less than $1,000, the match would be for half of the 

amount of the lodge grant. It is highly recommended that the Lodge checks be made out to 

the school or to the student AND the school.  

 

 One change in the Matching Grant program retained from last year is that a lodge 

can give a scholarship to more than one student in their area and apply for a match for each 

scholarship granted.  

 

 The deadline for requesting the matching grant is June 30, 2025. The form should 

be returned by email to: education@cmbfa.org , or by snail mail to Scholarship Administra-

tor, PO Box 703, Westminster, CO. If using regular mail, it must be postmarked by June 30, 

2025 and received by July 8th. Checks will be distributed to Lodges the end of June or end 

of July depending on when the request forms are received and logged in.  

 

 If you have any questions about the Matching Grant program, contact Grover Sar-

deson, the Scholarship Administrator. He can be reached by email at education@cmbfa.org 

or by phone at 719-623-5349.  
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2025 Matching Grants for Lodge Scholarships  
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Funeral Proficiency Challenge 
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The Board of Trustees would like to give a short update on the ESMRC situation. 

We first want to Thank everyone for the support and donations given to help the residents im-

mediately after the explosion.  We also Thank you for your donations to help the campus as we 

move forward.  The golf tournament will still be held and all funds raised will be used for imme-

diate needs of the campus. 

The Board has made the decision to not reopen the Robert Russell Building and not to lease 

any of the Star Vista units, until a complete evaluation of the future can be determined. 

The investigation into the explosion is ongoing and is expected to be 2 to 3 weeks before it is 

completed. 

We have been advised that it could be 2 to 3 months before any cost estimates are available. 

The residents personal items are being cleaned, packed and delivered locally, and it is estimat-

ed to be completed by May 1, 2025. 

There are many more questions than answers currently, that is why we give more “I don’t 

know” responses.  This is a long-term project. 

Update on the Eastern Star Masonic Retirement Campus 
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Within the Vault 

This beautifully carved wooden 

pipe was donated to the muse-

um by Bro. Jack Woodman of 

Pueblo No. 17. It is thought to 

have been carved by a Union Sol-

dier while being held prisoner in 

Danville Prison in Virginia. The 

wording on the pipe says “Apr. 

16 Danville 1864”. Danville was 

home to six tobacco warehouses that were converted by the Confederacy into 

prisons to hold over 7,000 prisoners. There are still dried tobacco leaves 

tamped down in the pipe chamber. The pipe also features intricate images of a 

bald eagle and shield bearing the stars and stripes, a square and compass with 

the letter “G”. The pipe is a beautiful example of craftsmanship from the late 

19th Century. 

This is the eleventh in a series of articles highlighting the fascinating artifacts contained 

within the Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is 

not supported by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect 

our treasured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“Carved Wooden Masonic Pipe with 

Square & Compasses” 
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Greetings Worshipful Masters, Officers, and Brothers: 

 

       As 2024 begins and we look to Freemasonry through the lens of membership, 
awareness, and retention, I wonder how many of our lodges are actively engaged in 
membership, awareness, and retention in their lodges and in the local communities? 

 

 I would like to hear from the lodge representatives on what they are doing to promote 
the craft from membership to awareness in their lodges and community at large. What are the 
various ways that you maintain the members' awareness and interest of the craft? What local 
programs do you have in place to expand your membership locally? 

 

 One program for consideration for 2024 is the creation of a Craft Warden position or 
appointee and I bet that some of the lodges already have a similar position in place, but I would 
also like to know if that is the case for those that do and those that do not. 

 

 The concept of the Craft Warden would be to address the above membership and 
awareness activities inside the individual lodges and build an interface between the lodges and 
membership & awareness and the GL district lecturer. The Craft Warden would be 
responsible for local membership & awareness activities for your lodge and allowing for a larger 
base of ideas and exchange of information between the GL committee and the lodges.  The 
position could encompass things like holding and scheduling local training and presentations for 
your lodge as educational, awareness, retention type material, candidate open houses or even 
scheduling digital meetings based on approved content and format as an open meeting.  

 

 A coordinator for any and all membership and awareness, and retention for the 
members and prospects for your lodge and local area but focusing on membership and 
awareness. By nature, the responsibilities of the Craft Warden and membership/ 
awareness committee and GL District Lecturer will cross over into the education committee 
arena where the Craft Warden would find online content for various presentations, educational 
materials and more from the members login from the education portal. 

 

Membership Awareness and Retention 
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It is time that we engage and invest in the lodges into their future and build on our wider 
experiences that a lot of us are doing today. I would like to get a feeling from the lodges if such 
a program would be embraced and if they would consider creating such a position.  

 

Please respond to the few questions above to membership@coloradofreemasons.org and 
please use a subject line of 2024 Membership Review so I can easily identify responses. 

 

Fraternally, 

Pete Finnie; Membership / Awareness Committee 

Membership Awareness and Retention 

Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 

mailto:membership@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:johngroves@mac.com
mailto:sblaketerry@gmail.com
mailto:accounts@coloradofreemasons.org
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Rio Blanco Lodge No. 80 . 364m7th 

Street, Meeker, CO  

Meeting Dates:  2nd & 4th Thursdays ;7:00 

p.m. 

Master: Steven Coley 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Rio Blanco Lodge No. 80 . 364m7th 

Street, Meeker, CO  

Meeting Dates:  2nd & 4th Thursdays ;7:00 

p.m. 

Master: Steven Coley 

 

The Brothers of Rio Blanco Lodge no. 80 with 

the rarely seen “Double Gavel” grab!! Way to 

go Brothers! 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. William E. Marshall, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 

mailto:gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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https://beafreemason.org/

