
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 

of Colorado AF&AM 

 

August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Since becoming a Mason, I have heard many comments about the Masonic 

apron—some prefer a more ornate apron with extensive symbolism, while 

others prefer one that is plain and unadorned. Rather than argue for a         

position, this article shares research on the wearing of the Masonic apron in 

Colorado: a short journey through the origins and development of the apron 

practiced under the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Colorado. 

The History of Officer Aprons in Colorado Freemasonry 

Among the many visible symbols of Freemasonry, few are more universally 

recognized than the Masonic apron. From the plain white lambskin of the  

Entered Apprentice to the distinctive regalia of Grand Lodge officers, the 

apron reflects both the equality of the Craft and the responsibilities of office. 

In Colorado, as in many American jurisdictions, the law and custom surround-

ing aprons have evolved considerably since the Grand Lodge was established 

in 1861. 

Early Colorado Practice 

In the earliest years of Colorado Freemasonry, uniformity was far less rigid than it is today.  Nineteenth-

Vincent T. Johnson;  

Senior Grand Deacon 

The Masonic Apron of Colorado 

Do you know of a lodge, mason or master that deserves to be recognized as Mason of the 
Year, Master of the Year, Lodge of the Year, or the Distinguished Service Award?  I’d like to 
hear about it and why you think they deserve it.  Send me the details of what they have  
accomplished.  

Please send any response to GrandMaster@ColoradoFreemasons.org.  MWGM Dean McConnell 

mailto:GrandMaster@ColoradoFreemasons.org
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The Masonic Apron of Colorado (cont.) 

century American lodges often permitted considerable variation in regalia, and Colorado was no 

exception. Officers frequently wore aprons bearing the emblem of their station, while Past Mas-

ters often possessed personalized aprons commemorating their service. 

This practice became widespread throughout the United States during the mid-nineteenth      

century, particularly as commercial manufacturers began producing complete sets of officer 

aprons for lodges. These aprons often featured elaborate embroidery, bullion fringe, and symbols 

unique to the office or individual Mason. 

The Principle of Plainness 

Over time, Colorado adopted a stricter standard than many jurisdictions. The Grand Lodge        

ultimately codified the requirement that the Craft apron be "plain and unadorned." This decision 

reflected a desire to emphasize the equality of all Masons and to preserve the ancient simplicity 

of the lambskin apron. 

The apron symbolizes innocence, purity of life, and rectitude of conduct. Its simplicity serves as a 

constant reminder that, regardless of rank, title, or worldly distinction, every Mason stands equal 

upon the level. 

Changes in Law and Custom 

Colorado's regulations have steadily moved toward greater uniformity. Where earlier               

generations might have encountered a variety of personal or locally designed aprons, modern 

Colorado Masonry emphasizes consistency throughout the jurisdiction. 

Today: 

• Master Masons generally wear plain, unadorned white aprons. 

• Past Masters may wear the authorized Past Master's patch. 

• District Lecturers may wear the authorized District Lecturer's patch.  

• Grand Lodge officers wear regalia prescribed by Grand Lodge law. 

This structure preserves both the equality of the brethren and the dignity of office. An officer's 

apron serves as more than mere decoration; it visibly represents duty, authority, and service. 
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The Masonic Apron of Colorado (cont.) 

When a brother assumes an office, he does not simply occupy a chair—he undertakes sacred    

responsibilities. 

Other Facts of Interest 

1. The Apron Is the Oldest Symbol of Freemasonry 

Long before the Square and Compasses became universally recognized, the apron served as the 

primary badge of a Mason. 

2. Early Masonic Aprons Were Much Larger 

The aprons of operative masons were large and practical, often extending from the chest to the 

knees to protect clothing while working stone. 

3. The Apron Is Universal 

The apron is the only piece of regalia required of every Mason, regardless of jurisdiction. It       

reinforces the great truth that all Masons meet upon the level, regardless of rank or station. 

4. The Apron Is Presented in the First Degree 

In virtually every Masonic jurisdiction, the apron is presented during the Entered Apprentice    

degree, emphasizing that Masonry begins with labor. 

Conclusion 

The Masonic apron remains one of the most meaningful emblems in all of Freemasonry. Whether 

plain or ornate, its significance lies not in its decoration, but in what it represents: purity, labor, 

service, and equality. 

Colorado's emphasis on the plain white apron beautifully preserves these ancient principles while 

allowing distinctive regalia to mark those called to leadership and service. It is a balance between 

equality and responsibility, between humility and honor. 

I hope this brief examination has shared something you may not have known. For others,        

perhaps it has rekindled an appreciation for that simple badge which every Mason is first taught 

to wear with pride, and which, if faithfully honored, will remain a lasting symbol of a life well 

lived. 
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Saturday August 1, 2026 

 Anniversary Budget Session Grand Lodge of Colorado 

  Description: 7:30am to 12:30pm  session at 1150 Panorama Drive, Colorado 
  Springs, CO 80904. 2026 dues card and valid photo ID required at   
  registration. If you are voting by proxy, make sure you have your signed and 
  sealed proxy form.   

 

Saturday September 12, 2026 

 Official Visit & Awards Night at Union Lodge No. 7 

  Description: Dinner begins at 6pm with meeting and awards to follow.  

  1614 Welton Street, Denver, CO 80202. Contact WM Cris Avincula (415)  

  637-7669 for information.  

 

Thursday September 17, 2026 

 Table Lodge at Park Hill Lodge No. 148 

  Description: 6:30 to 10:30pm  at 4819 Montview Blvd., Denver, CO 80207. 

  Contact W. Bro. Brian Kelly  (720) 568-0664 or     

  secretary.parkhill.148@gmail.com for additional information.  

 

Saturday September 19, 2026 

 100th Anniversary Party Ramah Lodge No. 165 

  Description: Noon to 4pm at  2 S. Commercial St. Ramah, CO 80832.  

  Contact WB William Medina at 719-209-1961 or colodge165@gmail.com  

  for more details. 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Wednesday September 23, 2026 

 Miner’s Night at Garfield Lodge No. 50 

  Description: 5:30pm to 9:30pm. Location: 2029 CO-66, Longmont, CO  

  80504. Contact Bro. Mark Elliott 720-427-7911 or     

  tmarkyelliott@yahoo.co.uk for additional details 

 

Thursday September 24, 2026 

 Official Visit at St. Vrain Lodge No. 23 

  Description: OV of the MWGLCO and guests from the Wyoming Grand  

  Lodge.  Location: 312 Main Street, Longmont, CO 80501. Contact WM  

  Lance White Horse at 303-356-2584 or lance@whitehorsestone.com 

 

Saturday September 26, 2026 

 Masonica2026 Educational Conference at Denver Lodge No. 5 

  Description: 8am to 4:30pm. Location: 1514 Welton Street, Denver, CO  

  80202. See flyer below or contact WM James  Warner (410) 446-2360 or  

  jamesisindenver@gmail.com for additional questions. 

 

Saturday September 26, 2026 

 Table Lodge and Awards at Mount Moriah Lodge No. 15 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm. Location: 114 S. 6th St. Canyon City, CO  

  81212. Contact WB Dale Young 303-918-8387.  

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Getting Your Rainbow Girls Tax Refund? 
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As a Master Mason, have you ever wondered what opportunities are out there for your daugh-
ters? An organization where they can gain some of the same friendship, leadership and person-
al development that you get from your membership in your lodge, but for girls? Some place 
where the adults share similar values and look out for your kids as if they were your own? 
 
Have you heard of Job’s Daughters International? We are an International Organization for girls 
from 10-20 and in 5 countries around the world. Originally founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 
1920, we were the outcome of a progressive idea that young ladies needed a place to learn 
leadership, public speaking, communication skills, respect for elders and most importantly, 
teamwork.  
 
Much like the Masons, we require a belief in higher power and welcome members of all faiths. 
While Job’s is religious in nature, we are not a religion and not a substitute for one. All members 
are encouraged to practice their own faith, in their own way. Our members are of many differ-
ent faiths and religions and are brought together to improve themselves and do good for their 
community.  
 
Job’s Daughters will be hosting an information booth at Grand Lodge in Grand Junction this year 
and we would love to talk to you and your families! We would love to get a bethel started on 
the Western Slope again. We will have some candy and information packets and some past 
members who have lots to say about the benefits of JDI so come by and see us! Or reach out to 
us at cojdigs@gmail.com and we will send you information. 

Who is Job’s Daughters International? 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 12 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 13 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 14 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 15 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 16 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 17 



August 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 7 

Page 18 

Al Kaly Shriners Golf Tournament 
Monday, August 24, 2026 

Air Force Academy Eisenhower Golf Course, Silver Course 
4 Person Scramble - $185 per person – tee off at 8:00 am 

Includes: cart, green fees, coffee and pastries, range balls, lunch, goodie bag, and 5 tickets 

towards door prizes – plus on course contests and opportunities to earn more tickets 

towards door prizes and gift cards to the pro shop 

 Individual sign-ups welcome – will be paired up un foursomes 

Register no later than August 16, 2026 
Register on or before August 1st to receive and additional 5 tickets towards door prizes 

All registered golfers will be contacted via email regarding the procedures necessary to 

gain access to the Air Force Academy for the golf tournament.  Important to include 

your email and phone number with your registration 

Register online at:  alkalyshrinersgolf.com 

       Or scan this QR code: 

 

If you do not golf, please pass this information to your 

friends and family who do golf and encourage them to sup-

port our great cause for raising money. 
Contact Jim Barager to register the old fashion way (paper copy)  

Or with any questions:    phone or text 719-460-5323 or teenajim1@aol.com 

Proceeds are for the benefit of the Al Kaly Shrine General Fund and are not tax deductible as a 
charitable contribution 

 

 

mailto:teenajim1@aol.com
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Within the Vault 

This ongoing series of articles highlights the fascinating artifacts contained within the 

Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is not support-

ed by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect our treas-

ured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“Anti-Masonic Almanac 1831” 

Following the “Morgan Affair” in 1826 

New York there was a popular uprising 

of Anti-Masonic sentiment in the Unit-

ed States leading to the formation of 

the first successful third political party; 

you guessed it, the Anti-Masonic party 

the following year in 1827. The muse-

um has this very interesting nearly two

-hundred year old booklet from that 

time period giving us valuable insight 

into the various perspectives of that 

popular movement which, among oth-

er views, propagated the idea that Ma-

sons controlled the government and 

many aspects of society due to their 

prominent members. 
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Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 

mailto:johngroves@mac.com
mailto:sblaketerry@gmail.com
mailto:accounts@coloradofreemasons.org
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Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Lakewood Lodge No. 170 

2460 Youngfield Street, Lakewood,  CO 80215  

Meeting Dates:  2nd Tuesday; 7:30 p.m. 

Master: James Wilder 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Montrose Lodge No. 63  

187 Rose Lane, Montrose, CO 81401 

Meeting Dates:  1st & 3rd  Tues. ;7:00 p.m. 

Master: John Thomason 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Dean A. McConnell, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 

mailto:gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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https://beafreemason.org/

