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Brothers,  

For many of us the beginning of September signals a return from our summer 

masonic break. We are starting to get back into the habit of attending our 

local meetings, events, and activities.  

Our meetings provide more than a place to conduct degrees, plan for com-

munity events, or pay bills. Our lodges can act as a sanctuary from the busi-

ness and stress of everyday life. They are a quiet place for us to reflect, dis-

connect from the digital noise of technology, and the negative news we may 

be bombarded with throughout the day. The lodge gives us an opportunity to 

slow down, and recenter.  

While we are sitting among Brothers in fellowship and sharing in thoughtful 

conversation, we can remind ourselves of the values that brought us to our 

fraternity in the first place. We should make our lodges not only a place of 

work, but a place to reflect, recharge, and reconnect. Within our lodges we 

have the opportunity to  find peace from our hectic lives, and hopefully carry 

that peace back to our daily activities.  

Craig J. Fabec;  

Junior Grand Deacon 

The Masonic Apron of Colorado 

Do you know of a lodge, mason or master that deserves to be recognized as Mason of the 
Year, Master of the Year, Lodge of the Year, or the Distinguished Service Award?  I’d like to 
hear about it and why you think they deserve it.  Send me the details of what they have  
accomplished.  

Please send any response to GrandMaster@ColoradoFreemasons.org.  MWGM Dean McConnell 

mailto:GrandMaster@ColoradoFreemasons.org
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Saturday September 12, 2026 

 Canyon City High School Cornerstone 

  Description: 11am to 1pm. Location; 1313 College Ave, Canyon City, CO  

  81212.  

 

Saturday September 12, 2026 

 Official Visit & Awards Night at Union Lodge No. 7 

  Description: Dinner begins at 6pm with meeting and awards to follow.  

  1614 Welton Street, Denver, CO 80202. Contact WM Cris Avincula (415)  

  637-7669 for information.  

 

Thursday September 17, 2026 

 Table Lodge at Park Hill Lodge No. 148 

  Description: 6:30 to 10:30pm  at 4819 Montview Blvd., Denver, CO 80207. 

  Contact W. Bro. Brian Kelly  (720) 568-0664 or     

  secretary.parkhill.148@gmail.com for additional information.  

 

Saturday September 19, 2026 

 Oktoberfest Open House and Free Child ID Event 

  Description: 11am-8pm Douglas Lodge No. 153; 300 Wilcox Street, Castle 

  Rock, CO. 80104. Contact WB Tom Adair secretary.dl153@gmail.com with 

  questions. 

 

Wednesday September 23, 2026 

 Miner’s Night at Garfield Lodge No. 50 

  Description: 5:30pm to 9:30pm. Location: 2029 CO-66, Longmont, CO  

  80504. Contact Bro. Mark Elliott 720-427-7911 or     

  tmarkyelliott@yahoo.co.uk for additional details 

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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Thursday September 24, 2026 

 Official Visit at St. Vrain Lodge No. 23 

  Description: OV of the MWGLCO and guests from the Wyoming Grand  

  Lodge.  Location: 312 Main Street, Longmont, CO 80501. Contact WM  

  Lance White Horse at 303-356-2584 or lance@whitehorsestone.com 

 

Saturday September 26, 2026 

 Masonica2026 Educational Conference at Denver Lodge No. 5 

  Description: 8am to 4:30pm. Location: 1514 Welton Street, Denver, CO  

  80202. See flyer below or contact WM James  Warner (410) 446-2360 or  

  jamesisindenver@gmail.com for additional questions. 

 

Saturday September 26, 2026 

 Table Lodge and Awards at Mount Moriah Lodge No. 15 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm. Location: 114 S. 6th St. Canyon City, CO  

  81212. Contact WB Dale Young 303-918-8387.  

 

Saturday October 24, 2026 

 “Ladies at the Table Banquet” at Mount Moriah Lodge No. 15 

  Description: 6pm to 10pm. Location: 114 S. 6th St. Canyon City, CO  

  81212. Contact WB Dale Young 303-918-8387.  

To help your lodge plan your Official Visits please note that activities 

may change due to various issues that may arise.  

Calendar of Grand Lodge Events 
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“Old Glory, Long May I Wave” 
Speech by RWB Jerry Underwood; Deputy Grand Master 

Anniversary Session Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Colorado 

August 1, 2026 

 

I direct your attention to that banner of cloth, that represents the 

flag of the United States of America.  

It holds an honored place above our nation's capital and above 

the buildings of our state and municipal governments.  

It flies proudly over public schools,  

and stands watch over the halls of justice. 

My name is Old Glory, and I've been 

proudly carried in every major conflict 

since our nation's founding. 

From The Battle of Bunker Hill, to the 
fields of Gettysburg; from the beaches of 

Normandy, to the sands of Iwo Jima; 

from the hills of Korea, to the Jungles of 
Vietnam, and from the mountains of   

Afghanistan to the desert of Iraq,  

I was there.  

For my name is Old Glory,  

and I am steadfast. 
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I was torn into strips to bind the wounds of fallen soldiers 

I was lowered to half staff, not in defeat, but to honor those 

patriots who've served this nation. 

I've been lovingly placed in the arms of a grieving mother, 

for the sons and daughters of this great nation who made 

the ultimate sacrifice for freedom. 

For my name is Old Glory and I am Loyal. 

 

On the tragic events of September 11th, I was dug from the 
ashes of the World Trade Center and raised by brave hands 

as a symbol to the world, that although America may be 

tested, it will never, no never, be broken.   

For my name is Old Glory and I am Strength. 

 

But I am not only my battles nor my victories.  I am a   

symbol of freedom and democracy around the world. 

 

My 13 stripes, alternating red and white, symbolize the 

thirteen original colonies that stood united against tyranny 

and oppression, and declared in one voice: we are free! 

My Color red, is emblematic of the blood spilled by every 
Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine, and Coastguardsman and 

Guardian, who fought to defend freedom and                  

democracy around the world. 

 

My color white, is emblematic of purity and the Divine 
principle upon which our nation was founded; freedom of 

religion, freedom of speech, and freedom of assembly - that 

all peoples were created equal. 



September 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 8 

Page 6 

 

My field of blue represents vigilance, justice, and equality 
for all, under the law, and the 50 stars upon my field     

represent the states of this great nation; for me, they also 
represent the diversity of our citizens, that no matter your 

ethnicity, religious, or political beliefs, that all are united as 

Americans under one banner.  

E Pluribus Unum - from many, one. 

 

This flag well deserves a place in the East of every Masonic 
Lodge, and I pray that my brethren will ever protect and 

defend the principles for which it stands. 

 

For my name is Old Glory, and Long may I wave.  
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Getting Your Rainbow Girls Tax Refund? 
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As a Master Mason, have you ever wondered what opportunities are out there for your daugh-
ters? An organization where they can gain some of the same friendship, leadership and person-
al development that you get from your membership in your lodge, but for girls? Some place 
where the adults share similar values and look out for your kids as if they were your own? 
 
Have you heard of Job’s Daughters International? We are an International Organization for girls 
from 10-20 and in 5 countries around the world. Originally founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 
1920, we were the outcome of a progressive idea that young ladies needed a place to learn 
leadership, public speaking, communication skills, respect for elders and most importantly, 
teamwork.  
 
Much like the Masons, we require a belief in higher power and welcome members of all faiths. 
While Job’s is religious in nature, we are not a religion and not a substitute for one. All members 
are encouraged to practice their own faith, in their own way. Our members are of many differ-
ent faiths and religions and are brought together to improve themselves and do good for their 
community.  
 
Job’s Daughters will be hosting an information booth at Grand Lodge in Grand Junction this year 
and we would love to talk to you and your families! We would love to get a bethel started on 
the Western Slope again. We will have some candy and information packets and some past 
members who have lots to say about the benefits of JDI so come by and see us! Or reach out to 
us at cojdigs@gmail.com and we will send you information. 

Who is Job’s Daughters International? 
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Within the Vault 

This ongoing series of articles highlights the fascinating artifacts contained within the 

Grand Lodge Museum that you can see on your next visit. The museum is not support-

ed by the Grand Lodge budget and needs your help to preserve and protect our treas-

ured history. Please contact the Grand Secretary to see how you can help! 

“Hand Carved Masonic Walking Cane” 

This Southern folk-art cane was carved by 

R.M. Foster of Sparta, Missouri and owned 

by Captain Wilcox B. Briggs, of the 8th    

Regiment, Company “C”, of the               

Confederate Army. Cpt. Briggs was present 

at the siege of Yorktown, the Battles of  

Williamsburg, Gaines Mill, and the second 

Battle of Bull Run.  He was wounded in the  

Battle of Seven Pines in May of 1862 and 

complications from those wounds    

prompted his resignation from the Confed-

erate Army on October 15, 1862 
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Tax & Non-Profit Assistance 

To assist those lodges that have lost their Nonprofit status I have assem-

bled a team to assist lodges in answering questions and directing them in the 

process to get their status back.  The following individuals have agreed to an-

swer questions that come up and advise those lodges working to get their status 

back.  Please be courteous and patient when working with these Worshipful 

Brothers and remember they are Volunteers.  They have agreed to assist the 

Craft and need our upmost respect for their efforts. 
 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 

WB John Groves:    johngroves@mac.com Grand Junction 
WB Blake Terry:   sblaketerry@gmail.com Denver 

 

ACCOUNTING: 

WB Brandon Doellingen:  accounts@coloradofreemasons.org Colorado Springs 

mailto:johngroves@mac.com
mailto:sblaketerry@gmail.com
mailto:accounts@coloradofreemasons.org


September 1, 2026 Volume 8 Issue 8 

  

Page 18 

Traveling Gavels 

In an effort to promote visitations among lodges in the state of Colorado we are 

going to attempt to  provide information in each newsletter about where  the 

travelling gavels are located  

 

There are two gavels that travel around the state. One we are going to call the 

Regular Gavel and one the Western Slope Gavel. Check the requirements for 

claiming the gavel including the number of brethren required to attend the visit. 

 

Front Range Gavel 

Location: Lakewood Lodge No. 170 

2460 Youngfield Street, Lakewood,  CO 80215  

Meeting Dates:  2nd Tuesday; 7:30 p.m. 

Master: James Wilder 

 

Western Slope Gavel 

Location: Montrose Lodge No. 63  

187 Rose Lane, Montrose, CO 81401 

Meeting Dates:  1st & 3rd  Tues. ;7:00 p.m. 

Master: John Thomason 
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Contacts 
Grand Lodge of Colorado  

1130 Panorama Drive 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904 

(719) 471-9587  

Fax Number: (719) 484-8993  

gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org 

 

Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Dean A. McConnell, G.M.  

grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5345  

 

Grand Secretary  

R.W.Bro. Scot M. Autry, P.M.  

grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org 

(719) 623-5342  

If your lodge is having special 
events or activities please 
send the information to the 
Grand Master 
(grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org) 

and the Grand Secretary 
(grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org) 
so that it can be included in 
the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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Submission Deadline 

Articles and events that you want included in the newsletter are due to 

the Grand Master, or Grand Secretary, by the 25th of the month prior to 

the publication month. 

mailto:gloffice@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandmaster@coloradofreemasons.org
mailto:grandsecretary@coloradofreemasons.org
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COLORADO MASONS - SPREAD THE WORD ON YOUR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, AND WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES ABOUT A 

NEW WEBSITE ABOUT MASONRY:  BEAFREEMASON.ORG 

The Grand Lodge Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm. All are welcome as long as you 

are not feeling ill. For the front door please ring the door 

bell for access. 
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https://beafreemason.org/

